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possess a son. Sometimes the wife herself urges the husband
to marry again, but more often it is her mother-in-law and
father-in-law who persuade him. (Sometimes the mother-in-
law out of sheer dislike and desire to spite her daughter-in-law
persuades her son. even if he has a boy born to him, to marry
again.)
The rites of a second marriage closely resemble those of
a first marriage, so (as even the most industrious student will
be delighted to hear!) we need not work over them all again.
Sometimes there is less glitter, pomp, and feasting, but if the
marriage were at the desire of the husband's parents, they will
see to it that even these are not lessened.
The result of a second marriage is often disastrous, Of
course sometimes, if the husband distributes his favours
equally and shares their rooms in turn,1 a modus vivcndi is
arrived at, which amounts, at best, to a state of armed
neutrality; but when the old wife is discarded and treated as
a cast-off servant, or when, perhaps, the new wife falls into
disfavour, and is thus flung defenceless on the tender mercies
of her once defeated but now victorious rival, the atmosphere
is more like hell than home; with the awful addition, that the
two who hate each other most are condemned to lifelong
imprisonment together, hearing all the tittle-tattle of the
servants, who carry tales from one part of the house to the
other, while the mother-in-law is always at hand to stir up
strife and cast fresh fuel on its flames, in an atmosphere, too,
shut up and cut off even from the healthy influence of outside
opinion.
These endless bickerings and strife and jealousy, leading at
last to open quarrelling and sometimes secret poisoning and
murder, are making the most enlightened men see that, for
their own sake, if they want any rest and healing and joy from
their home life, the higher course is also the happy one.
^J The wives always have their husband's portrait in their rooms, that
his may be the first face they see in the morning", and they worship this
if they cannot worship him.